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observations are made by the resident agronomist^ of
growth, resistance to drought, to frost, to disease, and
cooking or milling quality of product, etc. At the end of
four years the new variety is either rejected, or accepted
for certain districts. Then the Commission issues a
certificate of acceptance. The seed is multiplied on
Government farms and when there is enough the Govern-
ment issues a decree prescribing that so many hectares of
the new variety shall be sown in such-and-such districts.
Not until then are prizes awarded to the scientific worker
who originated the new variety and to the institute in which
he works.

This machinery is working excellently. On the one
hand it prevents new varieties from being prematurely put
into circulation; on the other hand it overcomes the
ubiquitous conservatism of farmers, who, in Russia as
elsewhere, are reluctant to try out new varieties. The
result of the Commission's work is that by 1940, 95 per
cent."of the crops sown in the U.S.S.R. were varieties
recommended after testing by the Commission. The
Commission produces annually three publications: (a) a
list of crop varieties recommended for every soil in every
oblast (region) in Russia; (b) a list of the yields and other
qualities of the varieties under test-at every station, side
by side with the yields of the standard varieties for each
station; (c) a handbook of instructions for the 1,000
stations on the method of planting, cultivating, and sampling
the varieties under test I was able to inspect some of the
Commission's records, and I have only one criticism of
their methods: the variety trials are not subjected to
statistical analysis, although they are sown only over an
area of 100 square metres, replicated six times.

This is the machinery of agricultural research in the
-Soviet Union. In Chapter 5 something is said about the
-fruits of this research.